
West Deptford Environmental Commission 
Minutes 

15 June 2015 
 
 

Present: Joe Rhyner, Ed Komczyk, Carl Ford, Ken Miller, Eric Agren, Mayor Denice Di Carlo, Miriam 
Reichenbach  
Guests: Bob Waller, Kathy Sherff      
 
Call to Order: Joe Rhyner called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
Secretary’s Report:  Carl Ford moved and Ken Miller seconded the motion to accept the minutes as 
distributed. Joe requested that we remove the second sentence printed under New Business. Moved by 
Ken, seconded by Joe. Approved unanimously 
 
Public Comment: None 
 
Old Business:  
ERI Update:  Ed asked if there was any movement on the part of the township. The twp approved a trust 
account (dedication by rider) to which donations can be made by businesses or individuals wishing to 
assist in our work. There is $4000 dedicated to the ERI study for this year from our line item account. 
COIM requested info regarding our mission and purpose; this will enable management to make a 
donation with a purpose. Note: the unspent funds in the trust account remain in the account at the 
end of the twp fiscal year. The Mayor will inform us of the proper title of the trust account. Additionally, 
Denice will check that the ERI contract with DVRPC is signed by the proper authorities.  
 
Water Quality Issues: Ken had some questions regarding a recent article in The Inquirer. Denice clarifies 
some of the allegations in the article: the last of the water testing is currently taking place; Denice will 
provide the summary plan to the commission as soon as possible; our public water is safe, some private 
wells need to be investigated; extensive discussion of newspaper coverage regarding water quality in 
WD. Denice has a draft of the water quality report; it should go out soon.   
Ed spoke with Michelle Hack about a mission statement and the web site. 
 
New Business 
No information from Dave Sileo (former chair). Miriam will send Joe the minutes of the previous (2014) 
meetings. Joe said he could make the annual report orally; Denice believes that since the minutes are on 
file, there is no need for the annual report. Joe will turn in an annual report after the December meeting. 
Joe talked about the Johnson Matthey air permit request. If there are issues, Joe will send the concerns 
to Denice before 6 July.  
GCMUA requested a work permit approval. There is no engineer’s report to date. Joe will read the 
submitted paperwork and make recommendations.   
West Deptford Fun Day: Denice has a connection at the Philadelphia Zoo who may be able to assist us in 
borrowing some “hands-on” artifacts for the kids. Though we are not making rain barrels on this occasion, 
we may have one on display. SJLWT may be able to help us with a rain garden display. We have a 10’ X 
20’ tent available for our use. Cheryl Reardon (ANJEC) may be able to help us in obtaining some live 
music for the day. Amy Boucher is in charge of plans for the day, so she needs to be involved with our 
decisions. Joe asked Ed to contact Cheryl and set up bands for the day. Miriam will contact Amy about 
location, tables and chairs, and using a local band as cover for “Secret Service” who is scheduled to play 
that night. Kathy Sherff told us that Mike Hogan, SJLWT, will assist with a water quality demonstration. If 
Mike is not available, Phil Arseno will do this. Jill Taylor (856-881-08450 from the Scotland Run Nature 
Center has access to hands-on displays if we need them. Eric Agren will provide the sample rain barrel 
for display.Ken suggested we check with NJDEP regarding storm water pamphlets. Denice suggested we 
have DocuVault on the premises for a few hours. This needs to be publicized!  
   
Financial Report: $4400 minus money earmarked for ANJEC dues, site plan reading workshop, ERI. 
Ken will get a copy of the latest financial report.  



 
For the Good of the Order: Carl mentioned that there is a group of concerned scientists who feel that 
fracking and the pipeline in the Pine Barrens are not good ideas. He wondered if these are issues we 
should examine and perhaps take a stance on them. This is something that we might spend some time 
on during the winter months. 
Ed reminded us that we need a new commission member and two alternates. We should be looking for 
qualified individuals to fill these spots. Additionally, Ed talked about the mission statement for the 
commission. We received a tentative statement from the twp., but it appears that what we need already 
exists in the WD code. 
 
Public Comment: Bob Waller expressed concern about the commission politicizing issues. He also 
wanted to know whether or not WD has a shade tree commission. Currently, there are no appointees to 
such a group. Bob is interested in knowing about the trees that were planted on the Horton property – 
many of which have already died. He suggested the twp. engineer should look at this situation. Also, Bob 
has a concern about Riverwinds Drive, which he believes should be a premier spot in our town. So the 
twp. should take out the broken, fallen and dead trees and examine the current lighting. On another topic, 
Bob said there was too much going on at the EC table last year; the table should be located in a more 
accessible spot. 
Kathy Sherff asked what the “black start” project is. Joe explained the process. She also asked about the 
commission web site and asked if it would be updated and running before Fun Day in September. The 
original site was owned by Dave Sileo, the former chairperson. The twp. is trying to create a more 
interactive site. She asked what an alternate on the commission does. Denice explained that an alternate 
is a voting member who can fill in when a member is absent from a meeting. 
There was a question about who could attend the site reading workshop. We did invite members of the 
planning and zoning boards to join us.  
 
Adjourn 
Carl moved and Joe seconded that we adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
 


